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As I conclude my first year at Brandon University, I 
was expecting to have seen some changes. Apologies to 
Groucho Marx, but this is ridiculous!
Campus life has been completely upended, and 
I’m sure your life was as well. In the space of mere 
weeks, the coronavirus pandemic forced us all to re-
evaluate many things we previously took for granted. 
As the weeks stretch into months, we have a better 
understanding of the new normal but remain in a 
constant state of adaptation.
The pandemic forced us to make changes that 
previously seemed far-fetched—suspending in-person 
classes and exams, sending faculty and staff to work 
from home, shuttering the campus to public access, 
and even postponing our Spring Convocation, the 
culmination of our students’ academic journey.  This 
fall, almost all BU classes will be held online. While 
these decisions were painful to make, they were not 
particularly difficult. The safety of our students, 
faculty and staff, as well as the well-being of our 
entire community, has always been paramount. I am 
thoroughly impressed by how everyone in the BU 
community has rallied together. 
In this issue of Clark you’ll find a deeper look at 
effects of Covid-19 on Brandon University in a special 
feature. You’ll see how it has made us reconsider the 
way we deliver academic programming, how we can 
move forward, and even how we can look at the past 
for context, recalling the impact of the Spanish flu on 
Brandon College in 1918. 
We will also be learning more about some of the people 
we trust to guide us through changing and uncertain 
times, with a feature on four BU alumni who are now 
in positions of leadership in Manitoba as Members of 
the Legislative Assembly. They include Premier Brian 
Pallister of the governing Progressive Conservatives, 
and Uzoma Asagwara, a New Democrat who made 
history last fall by becoming Manitoba’s first Black 
and queer MLA. 
We’ll also read about a BU professor who helps us to 
make sense of all sides of the political spectrum. Kelly 
Saunders is the chair of our Department of Political 
Science, a researcher and author, and one of Manitoba’s 
most sought-after pundits by the media. 
The contributions of our faculty, staff and alumni 
remain extremely important at Brandon University 
and beyond as we chart out our next steps. Students 
will be looking at a very different job market that 
we must prepare them for, and communities will be 
looking for our research to answer new questions.
Education is the investment that always pays dividends, 
and we are ready here to put that investment to work. 
What’s in these pages is just a sampling of the hard work 
and innovation fostered at Brandon University every 
day — hard work and innovation that has been working 
double-time to respond to and cope with this pandemic.
We are in this together, and we will overcome it 
together. Stay safe and keep the faith.
DR. DAVID DOCHERT Y
President of Brandon University
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Unity in Times of Crisis
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STUDENTS AT BRANDON UNIVERSIT Y now have 
Manitoba’s fullest selection of experiential learning options 
through Co-operative education. The Brandon University 
Senate has approved the addition of Co-op programs to eight 
new majors, nearly doubling the number of majors with Co-op 
across the Faculties of Arts and Science. 
This means that, starting in the fall, every BU science student 
will have an opportunity to add Co-operative education as part 
of their degree.
“Hands-on learning has long been a core part of science education, 
and our students get valuable education in the lab and in the field,” 
said Bernadette Ardelli, BU’s Dean of Science. “Now, through 
Co-op partnerships, BU students can also get valuable experience 
partnering with industry and communities, where they can 
immediately apply their learning in a real-world environment.”
Brandon University’s growing Co-op program is also finding 
new opportunities for Arts students.
“We’re blazing new trails for students to 
further personalize degrees with majors that 
usually don’t have Co-op or work-integrated 
learning opportunities,” said Lisa Robson, 
BU’s Acting Dean of Arts. “Students pursuing 
English, French, Religion, Philosophy, Rural 
and Community Studies and Native Studies 
degrees can now get Co-op experience as 
part of their studies.” 
This new expansion makes Brandon 
University the only university in the province to offer Co-op to 
all of its Science majors and most of its Arts students. 
“Talent is built in Brandon” said Cora Dupuis, who leads BU’s 
Co-operative Education Program. 
“In the coming year, we plan to add Co-op to even more majors 
and to keep expanding opportunities for students to make their 
degrees work for them.”
AWARD-WINNING PIANIST 
and Brandon University alumnus 
Everett Hopfner has taken on the 
role of Interim Director of the 
Eckhardt-Gramatté Conservatory 
of Music at BU.
Hopfner has taught at the 
Conservatory since 2015 and has 
also been a sessional instructor at 
BU’s School of Music. Raised in the 
Manitoba community of Ste. Rose du Lac, he earned a 
Bachelor of Music at BU before completing his graduate 
studies in Germany. Hopfner has also toured Canada as a 
former winner of the Eckhardt-Gramatté National Music 
Competition, which is held annually at BU.
Hopfner is overseeing a wide range of programming 
that provides musical education and instruction to 
hundreds of students, ranging from three years old to 
senior citizens.
Everett Hopfner leads Conservatory
Major expansion of Co-operative Education program
Everett Hopfner
Cora Dupuis
A LIBRARIAN AND INFORMATION management expert has joined 
Brandon University as its new Chief 
Information Officer.
Melanie Sucha arrived from Calgary, 
where she held positions at Suncor 
Energy and the provincial Alberta 
Energy Regulator. From Calgary she 
also taught distance courses in Library 
and Information Science in the Faculty 
of Information and Media Studies at Western University.
“I am extremely pleased to welcome Melanie to Brandon 
University,” said Dr. Steve Robinson, BU’s Vice-President 
(Academic & Provost). “Her extensive experience at leading 
organizations through digital transformations, combined with 
her advanced education in library and information science fits 
precisely with BU’s unique needs.”
The new position replaces what were previously three 
separate roles: University Librarian, Director of IT Services, 
and Director of Institutional Data and Analysis.
New Chief Information Officer hired
Melanie Sucha
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University club shares traditional craft of beadmaking
AUNIQUE BEADING CLUB has been sharing its craft across southern 
Manitoba this year.
The group, which calls itself the Beading 
Babes, has given presentations at a bead-
ing symposium in Winnipeg as well as at 
Brandon University’s Indigenous Aware-
ness Week.
Founded six years ago, the Beading Babes 
meet each Tuesday, all year round. Their 
handiwork can be seen in gifts made for 
BU’s Indigenous graduates each year.
“As far as we know, we’re the only university 
group of this kind in Canada,” said Cathy 
Mattes, an Associate Professor in BU’s 
Department of Visual and Aboriginal Art 
and the co-ordinator of the group. “Since 
we started the group, I can conservatively 
say that we’ve had at least 100 students and 
community members take part.”
The Winnipeg symposium had a strong 
Brandon University connection beyond 
the participation of the Beading Babes, 
as event organizers Fran Hebert-Spence, 
Albyn Carias and Jessie Januska are all 
graduates of the Visual and Aboriginal 
Art program at BU. All three have gone 
on to careers in the arts, and Hebert-
Spence, who was the symposium’s 
main organizer, was hired for a coveted 
position as the curatorial assistant for the 
National Gallery of Canada’s Indigenous 
arts curator in Ottawa. 
BRANDON UNIVERSIT Y ALUMNA Daphne Wagner and her husband David Green, along with their children, 
Lita and Michael, have committed to one of the largest gifts 
ever received by BU, funding a new program to help Indigenous 
students entering Business, Science or Health Studies transition 
effectively to university life. 
Named for Daphne’s parents, the Al & Bee Wagner Indigenous 
Transition Program is expected to launch this fall and will 
support students through the completion of their degrees.
“David and I believe that education is a powerful tool to improve 
lives, and enhance self-sufficiency, not only for the individual 
but for family and community,” said Wagner, a 1979 BU graduate 
who has Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of Arts degrees. “We are 
privileged to partner with Brandon University to increase the 
reach and efficacy of their existing programs.”
Wagner and Green also previously funded a BU music bursary.
“This is about supporting young Indigenous adults through 
their entire university journey, including academic and cultural 
resources, from their first entrance to university and on through 
a successful graduation,” said BU President Dr. David Docherty. 
The gift will be delivered over the next five years and will fully 
cover startup and costs for those years of the program, as well 
as its regular assessment. The coordinator for the program 
will work with BU, local knowledge keepers, and Indigenous 
communities to create a program that will best suit the academic, 
cultural and community needs of Indigenous students.
Significant gift will launch  
Al & Bee Wagner Indigenous  
Transition Program 
Daphne Wagner and David Green  
with their children, Michael and Lita  
Beading Babes coordinator Cathy Mattes  
poses before an event in Winnipeg.
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A  BU STUDENT HAS BEEN NAMED 
one of Manitoba’s top international 
students — and now she’s making an 
impact on the volleyball court.
Kaoane Loch, a native of Brazil, was 
named the 2019 International Student 
Award winner in the language 
program category by the Manitoba 
Council for International Education. 
She won as a student in the English for 
Academic Purposes (EAP) program — 
the first time that an EAP student at 
BU has received the honour.
“I wasn’t expecting this at all, it’s so 
exciting,” Loch said. “I have just been 
trying my best, and the recognition 
is amazing. The EAP program has 
helped me a lot — I can see how my 
English has improved.”
“We are extremely proud of Kaoane’s 
hard work and her success, and this 
award is well-deserved icing on the 
cake,” said David Rowland, BU’s 
Director of International Activities.” 
With the completion of her EAP 
program, Loch was admitted to BU 
as a regular student, allowing her 
to join the BU Bobcats women’s 
volleyball team.
Loch previously played pro-level 
volleyball in Brazil.
BU recognizes  
50 years of service  
by Nancy Stanley
A REMARKABLE 50 YEARS of service by Dr. Nancy Stanley 
was among the highlights at Brandon 
University’s most recent Long Service 
Employee Recognition Event.
Stanley is the first employee since 
BU began holding its long-service 
recognition event to reach 50 years, and 
her connection to the institution goes 
back even farther. She graduated from 
Brandon College, earning a Bachelor 
of Arts in 1965 and a Certificate of 
Education in 1966. The following year, 
in 1967, the College received its charter 
and became Brandon University.
Stanley continues to make great 
contributions to BU as a Professor in 
the Department of Physical Education 
and the Director of the popular 
Mini University program, which she 
founded in 1984. 
Music alumna named to Philadelphia Orchestra
THE PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA HAS APPOINTED 
Brandon University alumna Tanya Derksen as Vice-
President of artistic production.
Derksen joined the Philadelphia Orch estra from the Regina 
Symphony Orch estra, where she served as Executive 
Director. A trained musician and executive leader, Derksen 
oversees personnel, production, operations, and touring, 
with an eye toward strategizing and executing creative 
deployment of the Philadelphia Orchestra.
Derksen previously served as director of education and outreach for the 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra and held roles with Manitoba Music and the 
Ruth Cansfield Dance Company. An accomplished pianist, she has performed 
internationally with choirs and soloists, taught private lessons, and served as a 
piano adjudicator for community music festivals.   
Dersken received her Bachelor of Music degree from Brandon University and her 
MBA from the Asper School of Business at the University of Manitoba.
Kaoane Loch cleared her way to become a 
regular student at BU and join the Bobcats 
women’s volleyball team by completing the 
English for Academic Purposes program.
Tanya Derksen
Nancy Stanley, left, is presented with a pin 
by Dean of Education Heather Duncan, 
recognizing 50 years of service to 
Brandon University.
New Bobcat claims international education award
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PUT TING ASIDE THE IN-PERSON POMP AND 
circumstance for a time, Brandon University celebrated the Class 
of 2020 in physically distanced fashion this year.
A total of 593 students earned degrees from Brandon University 
this year. That’s more than last year, and BU’s largest graduating 
class since 2012.
All of this year’s students, including graduates, have had to 
overcome unexpected challenges late in the academic year, but 
for many the pandemic is just the latest test they’ve successfully 
passed. Whitney Hodgins, who graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree, was among those who 
have overcome a lot on the way to 
the achievement.
Now an in-demand mental health 
and disability speaker as well as a 
Future Leaders of Manitoba award 
winner, Hodgins recalls starting out 
her first year having to sit on a gravel 
hill to reach her neighbour’s wifi 
signal. Personal trauma at home, 
a sports injury that left her using a 
cane, and a relapse with depression 
and anxiety all pushed her close to 
dropping out more than once, but her perseverance paid off, 
leading her to multiple awards and a position on the Brandon 
University Students’ Union executive.
“If I can say anything about my degree, it’s that I fought my butt 
off to get it. I jumped in head-first and didn’t really think about 
the consequences,” Hodgins said. “But I wouldn’t have changed 
it for the world. When I move on, these years are going to be 
the years I remember. All the highs, all the lows, I wouldn’t 
change a thing because look at who I became because of it.”
While everyone is disappointed to have to wait for a 
Convocation ceremony where more stories of graduate success 
and accomplishment can be shared, many of this year’s graduates 
have taking part in “grad at home” celebrations, including caps 
and gowns, yard signs, and cheering family. 
Brandon University also released a special video that features the 
name of every graduate alongside speeches and shoutouts from 
faculty and staff congratulating grads on their achievement. The 
video can be seen online at BrandonU.ca/Convocation.
“This is not Convocation, and it isn’t intended to be. We will 
host a Convocation when we can in the future,” BU Registrar 
Andrea McDaniel said. “But graduating students still have a 
huge accomplishment to celebrate right now, and we are so very 
proud. We are playfully calling it ‘Non-vocation’ because it’s new, 
it’s different, and it’s not yet Convocation.” 
BRANDON UNIVERSITY WILL OFFER 
almost entirely online and remote 
instruction in the Fall 2020 term.
“We are investing in technology and other 
supports to continue delivering exceptional 
learning experiences for students, and our 
faculty have been working tremendously 
hard to prepare engaging, innovative 
courses for this unusual fall,” said BU 
President David Docherty. “Together, we 
will keep our community safe, we will keep 
educating and researching, and we will put 
our shoulders to building an economic and 
cultural recovery from this pandemic.”
A very small number of Fall classes 
and labs (including some studios and 
practicums) will require some in-person 
work. Coursework that requires in-person 
attendance includes, for example, some 
in Music and Fine Arts where it would 
be impossible to do or to assess the work 
virtually, as well as labs and practicums that 
are required by regulatory bodies, such as 
in Health Studies and Education. A small 
number of Science labs also require hands-
on participation. However, many students 
will be able to complete their term without 
setting foot on campus at all. 
Class of 2020 celebrated as nearly 600 graduates 
receive degrees
Brandon University plans for largely online Fall term
Whitney Hodgins
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BRANDON UNIVERSIT Y PRESIDENT David Docherty built a following this spring with his own personal 
pandemic response.
Docherty played the bagpipes in the driveway of his southwest 
Brandon home every Friday evening from early spring through 
the end of June to help honour front-line workers. He wrapped 
up his weekly tradition with a special Wednesday performance 
on Canada Day. His repertoire typically featured Scottish classics 
mixed with bagpipe takes on tunes like Jesus Christ Superstar and 
the theme from the Flintstones.
“People around the world were banging pots and pans out their 
windows, doing everything they could to demonstrate their 
respect and appreciation for people heading to their essential 
jobs during the pandemic,” Docherty said. “With my family, 
I was self-isolating at home, and I wanted to show my support 
as well.”
While he didn’t advertise to prevent too many people showing 
up, he says that bagpipe sounds carry far enough that a wide 
swathe of the neighbourhood could hear him, and he had a 
number of regulars who came by every week.
For a performance on what would have been BU’s Convocation 
Day, Docherty donned his official BU presidential robes to also 
honour the university’s nearly 600 graduates this year. 
“I was planning on piping in the grads to Convocation ceremonies, 
which is my favourite day of the academic year, and although we 
have had to postpone those ceremonies, I still wanted to mark 
the occasion and celebrate their accomplishment,” he said.
On that day, Docherty was surprised by BU Dean of Music Greg 
Gatien and associate professor Aaron Wilson, who walked up 
with a saxophone and trombone, respectively, and tackled the 
challenge of jamming with a bagpipe for a few songs. 
BU President honours 
front-line workers with 
public piping
IN DIFFICULT TIMES ,  as everyone’s 
lives are affected by COVID-19, parents’ 
voices are helping highlight the sweeping 
impact of this pandemic. 
Researchers at Brandon University are 
working on a Manitoba-wide project to 
understand how students, their parents or 
guardians, and educators are faring during 
this unprecedented learning climate.
Dr. Breanna Lawrence, who is leading the project, says doing 
the research during the pandemic will provides valuable 
insight into how families have been responding to stressors 
like suspensions of face-to-face classes, and how families are 
accessing educational resources.
Dr. Lawrence teaches child and adolescent development to 
preservice teachers and also teaches in the graduate guidance 
and counselling program in the Faculty of Education at Brandon 
University. She also has a four-year-old and a seven-year-old child 
at home.
“I know first-hand some of the challenges that families are 
facing,” she said. “Now is the time for us to put our heads together, 
to learn from one another, and to share the strategies that we are 
using to manage these unprecedented challenges. That’s what 
this study is all about.”
She says the main goal of the project is to understand how youth 
with learning and mental health concerns are impacted, and 
how families and educators are working together to support 
student well-being.
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By the time you read this, everything will have changed. Again. 
As the coronavirus pandemic swept around the globe, it upended 
travel, business, and daily life everywhere it landed.
Brandon University is no exception.
At previously unthinkable speed, BU joined other universities and 
colleges in suspending in-person classes, cancelling or postponing 
events, and suddenly sending home anyone who was able to 
work remotely. 
“What I hope really drove home the seriousness of the situation 
was when we postponed Convocation,” says BU President 
Dr. David Docherty. “It is the pinnacle of what our students work 
for, and it is personally my favourite day on the academic calendar 
— everyone was disappointed, but there is just no way we could 
safely bring everyone together for a mass event.” 
Students still graduated, and degrees were mailed out with a few 
extras inside. A Convocation video celebrated the nearly 600 grads. 
With classes suspended through the Fall term, Brandon University 
is planning for a celebration as soon as it is safe to do so, perhaps in 
spring 2021, he adds.
Meanwhile, classes needed to be finished, exams needed to be 




comes together by 
spreading apart
STORY BY GRANT HAMILTON
Shown above – The normally bustling Kavanagh Courtyard, 
between the George T. Richardson Centre (far left) and the 
Original Building/Clark Hall (far right), were largely quiet 
through the spring and summer.
PHOTO BY BRUCE BUMSTEAD
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possible. Phrases like “social distancing” and “self-isolation” went from unheard 
to everywhere.
“There was so much that was upended, all of a sudden,” Docherty says. “I am 
tremendously proud of our faculty, staff and students for all the hard work and 
creativity they brought forward. We were inventing new ways of doing things 
in real-time, and it was our BU sense of community that made it possible.”
On top of that, he noted, many senior students in Nursing and Psychiatric 
Nursing had signed on as volunteers with Shared Health Manitoba, the 
provincial organization coordinating the on-the-ground response. Volunteers 
were needed to relay test results, take temperatures and support critical 
health-care measures to limit the spread of the virus.
While this pandemic may feel 
unprecedented, in fact a trip through the 
archives reveals that we have made it 
through something similar before.
When the Spanish flu arrived in Brandon 
more than a century ago, Brandon College 
was a smaller place with a relative handful 
of students, many living on campus.
Brandon University’s archives are named 
after Samuel James McKee, the college’s 
founder and, in 1918, a recently retired 
Professor Emeritus. Current University 
Archivist Christy Henry dug into records more than a century old to see how 
the city and the college responded to Spanish flu. Many actions would ring 
bells today.
“In October 1918, all public meetings were banned by the Provincial Board 
of Health, and the Brandon School Board closed schools. But according to 
statistics, the ban didn’t do much to slow the spread of the disease,” she says. 
“The next month, the ban was extended to establishments that sold food 
and drink, and the City of Brandon implemented fines for people breaking a 
doctor-ordered quarantine.”
At Brandon College, students who lived on campus were able to continue 
their studies. But students who wanted to join them had to spend a five-day 
quarantine period in a hastily constructed annex, to ensure they were flu-free.
The ban lasted eight weeks, forcing the Brandon College Senate to appeal 
Supporting 
students
Can you help? This pandemic has hit 
students hard. Many students are 
especially vulnerable, seeing their jobs 
evaporate, and being isolated from 
family and friends. 
Luckily, we had a robust Student 
Emergency Fund in place. But 
despite our efforts to stretch it, it 
can only go so far. The demand has 
been extraordinary, and the fund 
has dwindled. Your gifts will help us 
provide urgently needed support to 
students in need during this crisis.
You can help replenish the BU 
Student Emergency Fund online at 
BrandonU.ca/Give/Emergency.
Now more than ever, coming 
together as a community is how we 
can support each other. At Brandon 
University, our students and their 
academic success remain our top 
priority. The sooner they become 
active members in our communities, 
the better for all of us.
Your gift always matters. Gifts are tax-
deductible and can be directed to areas 
of support that are most meaningful 
to you. Many of us are working from 
home to keep our community safe, but 
you can always contact the Brandon 
University Foundation by mail at 270-
18th Street, Brandon, MB, R7A 6A9, 
by phone at 204-727-7374, or by email 
at Advancement@BrandonU.ca.
Phrases like ‘social distancing’ and 
‘self-isolation’ went from unheard  
to everywhere.”  
This Area Practices
Social Distancing
Please Stay Six Feet Back
No Handshakes or Touching
Cough/Sneeze Into Your Sleeve
At left: The December 1918 issue of The Brandon College Quill documented the spread of the 
Spanish flu through poetry. (The Quill 1918-1919, S.J. McKee Archives, Brandon University)
to McMaster University — at that time, the 
institution that granted degrees to Brandon 
College graduates, and the origin of the 
McMaster Hall name — for special dispensation.
The flu raged in Brandon into April of the 
following year.
Today’s response to the pandemic is similar — 
social distancing, quarantine periods, restrictions 
on food and beverage service. But there are two key 
advantages. The first is a modern medical system 
that is light years beyond what was available in 1918. 
Brandon University has stocks of protective gloves 
and N95 masks, both to protect BU employees and to 
contribute to the larger medical effort. Researchers are 
exploring the effects of the pandemic, particularly on 
vulnerable populations. And BU has labs that can help 
us pitch in.
BU also boasts the Applied Disaster and Emergency Studies 
program, or ADES, one of the country’s leading suppliers of 
emergency management professionals.
“Our grads are on the front lines across the country, pulling long days 
and weeks away from their families,” says ADES chair Jack Lindsay. 
“All of BU should be very proud of them and appreciate the levels of 
sacrifice that they make behind the scenes.”
Lindsay is also an in-demand media speaker, making repeated 
appearances on radio and television news to explain the legalities of 
government emergency response. It’s based on recent research he has 
done on the origins of provincial and federal emergency legislation. 
He takes his role as an expert seriously.
“The public should understand the powers we are handing our elected 
officials, and we do need to have this conversation on the relationship between 
the provinces and the federal government,” he says, adding that enforcement 
of some of the regulations might be a concern. “Canada is going to have to 
12
Our grads are on the front 
lines across the country, 
pulling long days and weeks 
away from their families.”  
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depend on a very Canadian approach of 
asking people to behave themselves.”
Addressing those questions is part and 
parcel of the ADES program.
“What the Prime Minister is pondering 
this morning, BU students wrote on 
their exams,” he says.
The ADES program has had a lot of 
success placing graduates in emergency 
management careers since it started less 
than 20 years ago. Lindsay continues to 
hear from many of his former students 
who are helping direct responses to 
the pandemic in communities and 
health authorities 
“These graduates have become colleagues 
and friends, and when you’re holed up 
facing a crisis, it’s always nice to talk to 
someone who’s not your boss or spouse,” 
he says. “Those of us who are connected 
know that this is going to go on longer. 
We know how bad it can be, and how 
hard we have to work to get ahead of it.”
Getting ahead of it, and looking to 
the future, is also a perspective that 
President Docherty takes.
While Manitoba’s situation looks 
promising, the pandemic won’t be over 
soon and will leave lasting changes.
“We know that this experience will 
transform us, in ways that we can’t 
foresee,” he says. “It will change our 
society, our community, and of course it 
will change our university.”
Many BU employees have gotten 
accustomed to doing work from home, 
sometimes on irregular schedules. Video 
conferencing has replaced in-person 
meetings. Classwork has moved online.
“There are real challenges that we are 
addressing, not least of which is access,” 
Docherty says. “Brandon University is 
proud of our long legacy of being an 
accessible institution, and part of how we 
can do that is by providing resources on 
campus for students who don’t have them 
at home. It’s not as easy as just telling 
everyone to watch a video and email 
things in.”
Some of those challenges are being 
overcome with individual solutions, 
opening up some campus computers for 
the students who need them most. Others 
are turning out to be advantages as well.
“School closures, childcare, and quaran-
tines meant we needed to find ways to 
quickly accommodate staff who were also 
parents,” he says. “Flexibility has been our 
most important asset in this pandemic re-
sponse, and I think we will find that some 
flexibility will be useful in the future.”
That could take the form of more 
flexibility in working hours, for example. 
Or … who knows?
“We must be ready for tomorrow to be 
vastly different than today,” Docherty 
says, “and it is up to all of us to do what 
we can to make sure those changes 
are improvements.”
The halls of the Dr. James & Lucille Brown Health Studies Complex (top) and the walking track  
at BU’s Health Living Centre (bottom) were emptied with the closure of the university to the public, 
but the Healthy Living Centre has since reopened with sanitizing and precautionary measures in place. 
(Photos by Surien Fourie)
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UZOMA ASAGWARA CHANNELS EXPERIENCE AS PSYCHIATRIC 
NURSE INTO NEW CALLING AS MANITOBA MLA
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A registered psychiatric nurse, Brandon University 
graduate and former member of Canada’s national 
basketball team, Asagwara has drawn from a unique 
collection of life experiences to follow a new path 
in politics.
In September 2019, Asagwara was elected to 
represent the downtown Winnipeg riding of 
Union Station in the Legislative Assembly of 
Manitoba. It’s a major change, but one that is also 
fitting for a person with an extensive track record 
as a community organizer,  and a desire to speak 
out against racism and all forms of discrimination. 
Asagwara’s background in healthcare was also 
recognized with an appointment as the NDP’s Critic 
for Health, Seniors and Active Living.
“It’s definitely been a big shift, but it’s wonderful to 
be in this role as a representative of communities,” 
said Asagwara, who is one of the first three Black 
MLAs to be elected in Manitoba and the first Black 
queer person to reach the Legislative Assembly. 
“Being in the role of the health critic and the critic for 
seniors and active living, and bringing the lens and 
the perspective of registered psychiatric 
nursing to the people is something we 
haven’t seen a lot of in an elected official, 
and hopefully we will see more of.”
The willingness to step out of their 
comfort zone and explore new horizons is 
a trait that Asagwara may have inherited 
from their parents, who immigrated 
to Canada from Nigeria to pursue education and 
opportunity. Born in Winnipeg, Asagwara grew 
up in St. Norbert, on the outskirts of the Manitoba 
capital. While there were challenges to being one 
of the few racialized families in a predominantly 
white community, Asagwara looks back on the 
overall experience as very positive, merging elements 
of a typical Manitoba upbringing with a strong 
sense of identity instilled by a supportive Nigerian-
Canadian community. 
“My parents were part of a cohort of Nigerians who 
had immigrated and were establishing their families 
in Winnipeg and Manitoba,” Asagwara said. “They 
worked really, really hard to build community in 
Winnipeg and establish different West African and 
Nigerian organizations and initiatives, and a lot of 
those organizations still exist today.”
While the family had strong connections to the 
University of Manitoba, where Asagwara’s father 
taught and where both he and Asagwara’s mother 
obtained post-secondary baccalaureates, it was 
not the only option. The family’s community and 
church involvement also meant spending a great 
deal of time in downtown Winnipeg, and Asagwara 
had dreams of joining the powerhouse University of 
Winnipeg women’s basketball team. It was a dream 
that could come true even while studying in Brandon 
University’s Bachelor of Science in Psychiatric 
Nursing program, as students at the Winnipeg 
campus take both BU and U of W courses.
And so it happened that a future Brandon University 
graduate became a constant thorn in the side of BU’s 
Bobcats on the hardcourt as Asagwara twice led the 
nation in scoring and earned all-Canadian honours. 
Asagwara says those years were vital to their growth, 
instilling work ethic and teamwork, traits that are 
often associated with sports, but were also necessary 
in the classroom and clinical settings.
“You’ve got to lean on each other and work together 
and support one another,” Asagwara said. “Psychiatric 
nursing is a challenging program, and it draws people 
from all different kinds of backgrounds. That meant 
that for your learning, you benefit from such a wide 
range of experience. That’s really invaluable, because, 
continued on page 17
You’ve got to lean on each 
other and work together and 
support one another.”  
UZOMA ASAGWARA IS NOT A PERSON WHO 
BELIEVES IN LIMITING YOUR OPTIONS.
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Brian Pallister 
BA ’75, BEd ’78
The MLA for Fort Whyte, 
Brian Pallister is a former 
Brandon University basketball 
player, who earned degrees 
in Arts and Education from 
BU. Following his graduation, 
he began his career as an 
educator, teaching social 
studies at William Morton 
Collegiate in Gladstone. 
Pallister later earned his 
designation as a chartered 
financial consultant and 
found success in the financial 
services industry, starting 
the company that became 
Pallister Financial.
Pallister moved into politics 
and represented his home 
region both provincially 
and federally, being elected 
as the MLA for Portage 
la Prairie in 1992, which 
included his appointment 
as Minister of Government 
Services in 1995. In 2000, 
he began eight years in 
federal politics as the 
Member of Parliament for 
the Portage-Lisgar riding. 
Pallister’s responsibilities 
included roles as the Chair 
of the House of Commons 
Standing Committee 
on Finance and as the 
Parliamentary Secretary 
to both the Minister of 
Trade and to the Minister of 
International Cooperation.
He returned to provincial 
politics in 2012, as he 
was chosen leader of the 
Progressive Conservative 
Party of Manitoba. Later 
that year he was elected as 
the MLA of Fort Whyte, a 
position that he continues 
to hold.
Pallister became Manitoba’s 
22nd premier in 2016 when 
his Progressive Conservatives 
won 40 of 57 seats in the 
Manitoba general election. 
In 2019, Pallister and the 
Conservatives were elected 
to their second consecutive 
majority government.
Pallister lives in Winnipeg 
with his wife, Esther, and 




Reg Helwer is in his third 
term as the MLA for Brandon 
West. He was first elected 
in 2011, and re-elected in 
2016 and 2019. Helwer was 
appointed as Manitoba’s 
Minister of Central Service 
and Minister responsible 
for the Civil Service in 
October 2019.
During his childhood Helwer 
moved to Brandon, where his 
family ran a Shell bulk fuel 
dealership and later founded 
Shur-Gro Farm Services. 
Following his graduation 
from Vincent Massey High 
School, Helwer showed his 
inclination to politics at BU. 
He served as President of the 
Brandon University Students’ 
Union before graduating with 
a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in 
Political Science.
Helwer continued his 
education by earning a Master 
of Science in Agricultural 
Economics at Purdue 
University. He began his 
career in Winnipeg and rose 
to the position of Assistant 
Manager in Agricultural 
Banking with Royal Bank 
of Canada. Helwer returned 
to Brandon to join Shur-Gro 
Farm Services and has served 
as the Manitoba and national 
President of the Canadian 
Agri-Marketing Association. 
He is also a Past Chair of the 
Brandon University Board 
of Governors.
Helwer and his wife, Aynsley, 
continue to make Brandon 
their home along with their 
four children.
Conservative Connections
W ith an emphasis on helping to develop engaged citizens and a respected Political Science 
program, it’s no surprise that Brandon University 
has had many graduates move on to futures at all 
levels of politics.
In particular, BU alumni are prevalent in Manitoba’s 
current provincial government.
In October 2019, four BU alumni were elected to 
represent their constituents as Members of the 
Legislative Assembly. Three of them are members of 
the governing Progressive Conservatives, led by Brian 
Pallister, in his second term as the Premier of Manitoba.
Based on biographical information provided by the 
politicians, here is a closer look at the BU graduates 
who form part of the Manitoba government:
17SPRING 2020 CL ARK MAGA ZINE
in reality, in practice you’re working with 
so many different, dynamic communities.
After graduating from BU with a BScPN 
in 2008, Asagwara spent two years with 
the national basketball program before 
beginning their psychiatric nursing career 
at the Selkirk Mental Health Centre. 
Starting by working in the field of acquired 
brain injury, the scope of Asagwara’s career 
and volunteer efforts continued to expand. 
The merger of those interests influenced 
their decision to run in the 2019 election.
“It was an extension of so many 
experiences that culminated in feeling like 
there was a new way that I could continue 
doing this work and being effective, and 
continue to advocate in a new role and 
serve community in a way that might be 
helpful,” said Asagwara, who has served 
on a number of volunteer boards and was 
a founder of the advocacy group Queer 
People of Colour Winnipeg.
“There is so much that you can do with 
this education, and you shouldn’t limit 
yourself to what you think you can do 
based on maybe what’s most visible and 
obvious. You can really think about what 
your passions are and get involved in the 
world and communities in ways that tap 
into all of those things.”
Shannon Martin 
BA ’94
Shannon Martin was elected 
as the MLA for Morris in a 
2014 by-election. He was re-
elected in 2016 before being 
voted in once again in 2019 as 
the MLA for the newly created 
McPhillips constituency. 
He serves as the Co-chair 
of Manitoba’s Red Tape 
Reduction Task Force as well 
as Deputy Government Whip.
Martin grew up in rural 
Manitoba and graduated 
from Brandon University in 
1994 with a Bachelor of Arts.
Prior to his election to the 
legislative assembly, he 
was the Executive Director 
of Reaching E-Quality 
Employment Services, 
which helps persons with 
physical disabilities or health 
conditions find employment.
Martin also worked as the 
Director of Provincial Affairs 
for the Canadian Federation 
of Independent Business, 
advocating for small and 
medium-sized business.
A father of three children, 
Martin is an avid runner 
and enjoys coaching youth 
soccer. He is also a volunteer 
director with the La Salle 
Community Centre.
continued from page 15
From left to right, Chinyere, Doris, Uzoma, Ogechi and Kelechi Asagwara pose at the Manitoba 
legislative building. Absent from the photo is Uzoma’s sister, Chinwe.
While Asagwara’s political career is still 
in its infancy, simply by being elected they 
are already seeing an impact on others.
“I still get messages from folks who are 
letting us know how happy they are, how 
excited they are,” Asagwara said. “I’ve 
got young people sending me messages 
telling me that now they want to run 
in politics, that they’re getting involved 
in their communities, people who are 
saying that previously they thought that 
certain aspects of their identities might 
prevent them from achieving certain 
goals. It’s in fact because of what makes 
them unique and special that they can 
accomplish whatever they aspire to.”
In between graduating from BU and beginning 
their career as a psychiatric nurse, Uzoma 
Asagwara, left, played two years with Canada’s 
national basketball team program.
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KELLY SAUNDERS HELPS STUDENTS,  
AND THE PUBLIC, UNDERSTAND  
VOL ATILE POLITICAL L ANDSCAPE.
Dr. Kelly Saunders
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It didn’t take Dr. Kelly Saunders 
long to develop an enduring 
interest in politics.
The Brandon University professor grew up in Winnipeg’s North End in a 
Ukrainian family with wildly divergent political leanings. Her father, Ken, 
was a Conservative, her mother, Elsie, was a Liberal, and an uncle was an 
NDP supporter.
“They were always very politically aware and very curious politically,” 
Saunders said. “They had strong opinions, so I grew up around the dinner 
table listening. Discussing politics was a daily thing at my house. If you 
know anything about Ukrainian culture, we like to debate and have heated 
conversations sometimes, and then we have a meal and we’re all good 
friends again. Then we start debating again. 
“That’s really where my interest in politics came from.”
Her first political memory is a disagreement between her father and left-
leaning grandfather on her dad’s plans to put up a Conservative yard sign 
during an election. They went head-to-head over the issue, but eventually 
settled down for a drink.
“I realized the importance of politics, but the other really critical lesson 
was that we can disagree and have very passionate beliefs and values and 
ideas that we want to debate, but at the end of the day we all have to come 
together,” Saunders said. 
When she graduated from high school, Saunders’ father encouraged her to 
go to dentistry school, because he doubted politics was a worthwhile field 
of study. She spent a year at the University of Winnipeg studying science 
but hated it.
She enjoyed her English and philosophy courses, however, so she branched 
off into arts in her second year and loved her political science courses.
“I just followed my passion,” she said.
She earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in political science at the 
University of Manitoba, and was preparing to begin her doctorate, but was 
offered a job in 1988 by a political party looking for a policy writer.
We can disagree and have very passionate 
beliefs and values and ideas that we want 
to debate, but at the end of the day we all 
have to come together.”  
“I took this incredible detour that 
was the best thing that happened to 
someone who would want to teach 
political science,” Saunders said.
Over the next few years, she ended up in 
Ottawa helping a Member of Parliament, 
and back in Manitoba working on the 
1990 provincial election. She was also 
employed by a cabinet minister and went 
into government before starting her 
PhD at McGill University.
“I saw every element of government and 
politics,” Saunders said. “They always say 
that what you learn in a book is nothing 
compared to the real-world experience, 
so I really relish those years.”
She finished her course work during 
two years at McGill and was offered a 
job in Manitoba to set up the Council 
on Post-Secondary Education, a hands-
off government agency that oversaw 
policies and programs for universities 
and colleges. The chance to create the 
since-disbanded entity was too much to 
resist, and she returned to Winnipeg, 
transferring the PhD from McGill to 
the University of Manitoba. 
Soon after, Saunders and husband Will 
Goodon faced a more personal battle 
when their two-year-old son, Hunter, 
was diagnosed with leukemia. She 
took time off to care for the boy during 
his successful three-year battle and 
completed her dissertation in 2007.
“It took over 10 years, but a lot of life 
was happening,” said Saunders, who 
also has a daughter, Taylor. 
Her husband’s family owned Goodon 
Industries in Boissevain, so when Will 
took over operations after Hunter 
finished cancer treatment, they moved 
to Brandon.
Saunders had no job prospects, but 
happened to run into her friend Meir 
Serfaty, the longtime Political Science 
professor at Brandon University.
He asked if she would teach a course, 
and she started at BU in 2006.
“I had no expectations,” Saunders said. 
“I was still finishing my dissertation, I 
had two little kids, and my son was still 
going into Winnipeg every month to 
Cancer Care, so that was my priority.”
But life has a funny way of taking 
detours. This one came with the 
back-to-back retirements of longtime 
professors M.V. Naidu and Leo Liu 
from the Political Science department.
Naidu’s job was even in her area of 
expertise, Canadian politics.
“It was really just being in the right 
place at the right time that I ended 
up in a full-time permanent position 
here,” Saunders said. 
She now serves as an Associate 
Professor and the Chair of the 
Department of Political Science.
Saunders, whose husband and children 
are Métis, has also researched Métis 
politics extensively. She co-authored 
a book, released in 2019, called Métis 
Politics and Governance in Canada.
“It was a great opportunity to tell the 
story and honour the story of the Métis 
as a self-determined, political people who 
are running their own governments 
for the benefit of their own people,” 
Saunders said. 
She has also become a go-to source 
for journalists looking to provide non-
partisan context to political stories. She’s 
embraced the role, saying it’s important 
not to be an ivory tower academic.
“If I can share the wisdom and the 
knowledge that I’ve been fortunate 
enough to get through all my years 
of being a student and supported 
by taxpayers … then I feel that’s my 
responsibility,” Saunders said. 
She’s also been active in the city with 
CLARK MAGAZINE SUMMER 202020
21SUMMER 2020 CL ARK MAGA ZINE
the Brandon Eagles, the gymnastics club 
Taylor participated in. Both children 
are now studying at BU, with Hunter 
preparing to enter medical school. 
It’s certainly a fascinating political era 
Saunders is working in. 
The rise of American President Donald 
Trump has accompanied a widening divide 
between left and right, the inability to 
agree on basic facts and the rise of foreign 
interests meddling in domestic politics.
“It’s been a fundamental shift,” said 
Saunders, who added Trump will 
eventually leave, but the diminished 
expectations for our leaders and political 
discourse are permanent. “He and what 
he stands for and the sort of Pandora’s 
box that he has opened up has unleashed 
national and international forces that we 
cannot walk back from. This is a new era.”
Saunders watched Question Period in 
person in the early 1990s with its heckling 
and swearing. But, the moment the 
cameras turned off, MPs of all political 
stripes would meet for drinks. 
That’s changed.
“Now it seems the camera is never 
turned off,” Saunders said. “Those 
divides have become permanent, and it’s 
become deeply personalized. It’s not just 
‘I disagree with you, you have a different 
political view,’ it’s ‘I hate you because you 
have a different political view.’ It’s shifted 
from the ideas to the persons. Countries 
fall apart, civil wars happen when there is 
not enough glue to keep people together.”
The emergence of foreign powers sowing 
the seeds of discontent has also arrived 
in Canada. Intelligence and national 
security agencies closely monitored the 
problem during the last federal election.
“Technology knows no boundaries,” 
Saunders said. “It goes everywhere.”
With the increased ability to create 
convincing fake videos and pictures, 
the very nature of truth is shifting. In 
addition, willful ignorance or even devious 
misinformation proliferates online.
Saunders invites students to 
challenge her opinions and 
share their own, but even 
that is more difficult.
“People don’t believe the 
experts, they don’t believe 
the facts, they don’t want to 
do their own fact-checking, 
they don’t want to challenge their own 
assumptions,” Saunders said. “If they read 
something off the internet, they’re an 
instant expert. That’s very dangerous.”
Even with the strange new world we’ve 
entered, Saunders hasn’t given up because 
she sees goodness in the people around 
her and in those who serve. 
“I have amazing respect for politicians 
because I worked with many from all 
different political stripes, and the vast 
majority are really in it for the right 
reasons,” Saunders said. 
Her optimism is reflected in her 
students, who Saunders says are engaged, 
passionate and knowledgeable. She and 
Taylor attended a climate change rally in 
Winnipeg in the fall, and Saunders was 
struck by their motivation.
“This young generation gives me hope,” 
Saunders said. 
It would be easy for someone in Saunders’ 
position to have her passion replaced 
by a more clinical interest, but she 
remains engaged.
“I still get as excited and giddy and mad 
and frustrated and nervous every day 
when I read the news if there’s an election 
going on,” Saunders said. “As I tell my 
students, politics is a science in the sense 
that we study, we look for patterns, we 
gather evidence and data, we test our 
hypotheses, all those things as a scientist, 
but it’s also an art because it’s about people 
and people are unpredictable.
“Whether it’s the election of Donald 
Trump or a provincial election, you 
never know what’s going to happen. I like 
the unpredictability and excitement.” 
 
Kelly Saunders gives a lecture to students during her  
third-year Indigenous Politics class. (Photo by Rob Henderson)
I have amazing respect for 
politicians because I have worked 
with many from all different 
political stripes.
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SPORTS
BRANDON UNIVERSIT Y BOBCATS STAR Seth Friesen is a Canada West men’s volleyball major award winner in 
back-to-back seasons, and this year he went one step farther by 
adding a national honour.
The hometown star of the Bobcat men’s volleyball team was the 
recipient of the Canada West student-athlete community service 
award for a second straight year and was later named as the 
national winner of the U SPORTS Dale Iwanoczko Award for 
community service.
The first-ever BU winner of the Dale Iwanoczko Award, Friesen 
has excelled on the court and off. He is also the first Bobcat 
to earn the prestigious Top 8 Academic all-Canadian award, 
maintaining a perfect grade-point average.
Friesen deferred medical school to return for his fifth and final 
season, but his senior year was filled with adversity due to a 
concussion as the Bobcats fell just short of the Canada West 
Conference final, losing in a hard-fought three-match semifinal 
to the top-ranked Trinity Western University Spartans. 
“It’s great to see Seth recognized for such a prestigious award 
again this year. It maybe wasn’t the fairy tale season Seth 
had wished for on the court due to his concussion, but that 
doesn’t take away from his excellence in the classroom and 
his continued commitment to all his community endeavours,” 
said coach Grant Wilson. “He’s more than deserving of this 
recognition and we are super-proud of him.” 
ANTHONY TSEGAKELE EARNED 
conference and national recognition 
during his first season with the 
Bobcats men’s basketball team.
The native of Gatineau, Que. 
was named the Canada West 
conference rookie of the year 
and was later selected to the 
U SPORTS All-Rookie Team.
“Anthony embodies what a Bobcat student-athlete should 
strive to be,” said Director of Athletics and Community 
Engagement Russ Paddock. “He had a tremendous 
impact on the court and is a humble, hard-working 
young man. We are proud of what he accomplished and 
look forward to what the future holds for him.”
Tsegakele led the Bobcats in scoring and finished third 
in the country in rebounds per game at 11.9.
Tsegakele nets national accolade




THE BRANDON UNIVERSIT Y MEN’S CURLING 
team brought back some hardware from the Canada West 
curling championships in Edmonton.
The Bobcats finished in second place in their first time 
competing together. Bobcats lead Joshua Luce and second 
Jeremy Katcher were named championship all-stars. 
The women’s curling team also competed in the Canada West 
championships, finishing in fourth place. Victoria Beaudry of 
BU was named the all-star third in the event.
Both Bobcat teams went on to represent BU as the hosts for 
the U SPORTS nationals in Portage la Prairie.
Bobcats win Canada West curling silver
Left to right: Bobcat curlers  Jeremy Katcher, Joshua Luce,  
Taylor Holland, Mitchell Katcher, and coach Clayton Robins.
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We will see you at Homecoming next year
BIG YEARS
The year 2020 is a big one for 
many of our alumni. We’re 
especially thrilled to mark the 
50th anniversary of the Brandon 
University Class of 1970. This 
year is also a special anniversary 
for everyone who graduated in a 
class year that ends in 0 or 5.
If you graduated in 1950, 1955, 
1960, 1965, 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985, 
1990, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2010 
or 2015, you are celebrating a 
milestone in 2020! 
We look forward to helping you 
connect and reunite with your 
friends and former classmates, 
and we will be creating 
special reunions at the next 
Homecoming, currently planned 
for fall of 2021. We hope it will 
be be bigger and better!
Remember, we can help you 
connect online as well!
Contact the Advancement 
& Alumni Affairs Office for 
assistance in planning your 
reunion and to get started, check 
out the Reunion Planning Guide  
at BrandonU.ca/Homecoming.
CELEBRATIONS WILL BE DIFFERENT,  
BUT WE CAN STILL STAY CONNECTED
Each fall we normally look forward 
to seeing you for the fun, fellowship 
and reunions of Brandon University’s 
Homecoming. There is no better 
feeling than getting back together with 
friends, former classmates and faculty.
Sadly, it will not be possible to safely 
host Homecoming in the fall of 
2020. We are creating new ways to 
connect class reunions online and 
through social media, and we look 
forward to welcoming you back for 
our next Homecoming, currently 
planned for the fall of 2021.
The latest information will be posted 
online at BrandonU.ca/Homecoming 
where you can also sign up to receive 
our newsletter and emails.
CATCHING UP WITH FRIENDS THROUGH BU
There is no better time to reach out 
and reconnect with friends than right 
now! For a little while yet, it may be 
difficult to travel, or even to go get 
coffee, but thankfully, connecting 
online has never been easier. 
The Brandon University Advancement 
& Alumni Affairs Office is here to 
help you set up digital groups that 
will keep you in touch with friends 
and classmates. We can help with 
Facebook Groups, email lists, or 
video-conferencing. Using today’s 
technologies, you can stay in touch with 
the click of a button.
Groups like these can be a welcome 
opportunity to share memories and 
build anticipation for when we can 
once again get together in a large group 
for hugs, handshakes and high fives.
Don’t hesitate to contact the Alumni 
office at BU to get connected. We are 
also responsibly working from home 
as we continue to flatten the curve 
and keep our community safe. But 
we are still answering phones and 
emails, still collecting mail, and we 
are learning all the tricks of digital 
connection to share with you.
Please reach out! The Alumni Office 
is Room 114 of Clark Hall, Brandon 
University, 270–18th Street, Brandon 
MB  R7A 6A9. You can call us at 204-
727-7374 or toll-free 1-877-282-4483. 
Or email us at Alumni@BrandonU.ca.
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HOMECOMING 2019
Debra Carnegie ’76 (BA) is presented with 
the Distinguished Alumni Award by Brandon 
University Alumni Association President 
Stephen Montague (left) and BU President 
David Docherty (right).
Dr. Jillian DeCosse ’05 (BSc) poses with 
Brandon University Alumni Association 
President Stephen Montague (left) and BU 
President David Docherty (right) as she receives 
the Distinguished Young Alumni Award.
Class of 1959 (left to right):  Top row  — Arnold Tweed, Alan Wells, Gary Martin, Bill Evans, Jim Donaghy, Mike Yakimishyn, David Wilson. 
Bottom row — Glenyce (Currie) Tweed, Jean (Firby) Curtis, Cam Davreux, Kathleen (Pue) Antrobus.
Cam Davreux ’59 (BSc) accepts the  
Award for Career Achievement from 
Brandon University Alumni Association 
President Stephen Montague (left) and  
BU President David Docherty (right).
Brandon University alumni and friends reunited during Homecoming Weekend, held 
October 17-20, 2019. Highlights of the weekend included family events, Bobcat games 
and the Athletics Wall of Fame brunch, speakers and campus tours, with the festivities 
culminating in the annual dinner, awards and class reunions. 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AWARDS
CLASS REUNIONS
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ALUMNI
Class of 1964 (left to right): Dennis Anderson, Elaine (Hutton) Gibson, 
Sharon (Livingstone) McGregor, Garry Atchison.
Class of 1969 (left to right): Top row — Mel Montgomery, Jacquelyn (Porter) Poetker, Reg Nylen, Kent Gooden, Bob Haynes, Ed Mazer,  
Allistair Scott, Carol (Saunderson) Potter, Janice Harper, Pat (Sankey) Macdonald, Doug Paterson, Laurence Bertram, John Findlay, Chuck Gorrie. 
Bottom row — Margaret Ellis, Julie (Laverty) McLachlan, Heather (Moir) Williams, Darlene (Boyd) Perkin, Pamela Forsyth, Bonnie (Keay) Young.
Class of 1964 Teacher Training Certificate (left to right): Margaret Speers, 
Margaret Stewart, Marion Speers, Lorna Clark.
ALUMNI 
EVENTS
In order to slow the 
spread of COVID-19, 
no in-person Alumni 
events are currently 
scheduled. Events may 
be rescheduled once 
safety permits. 
Please visit our website 
at BrandonU.ca/
Alumni for up-to-
date information on 
Alumni events.Above: The bookstore is a popular stop for alumni during Homecoming. Top right: Alumni and faculty authors shared 
their works. Bottom right: Kids and adults alike burned off 
some energy at the Healthy Living Centre during family day.
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BRANDON UNIVERSIT Y has been deeply saddened by the passing this 
year of two dedicated members of the 
community who earned the designation 
of Chancellor Emeritus.
The Honourable Ron Bell passed away in 
January. He served as Chancellor of BU 
from 1990 to 1996. He was a Brandon 
College graduate from 1951, received the 
Alumni Award for exceptional service in 
2000, was inducted into the BU Alumni 
Association Wall of Fame in 2002, 
and received an honorary degree from 
Brandon University in 2006. Bell brought 
his extensive legal, professional and 
personal experience to many BU boards 
and tirelessly promoted the University, 
while also making significant financial 
contributions. The R.D. Bell Hall in the 
BU Queen Elizabeth II Music Building 
was named in his honour, as was the Bell 
Tower in Clark Hall. 
Kevin Kavanagh, who succeeded Bell 
as Chancellor and held the position 
until 2002, passed away in June. In the 
early 2000s, Kavanagh and his wife Els 
served as Honorary Campaign Chairs 
of the BU & YOU Campaign — leading 
what became BU’s most comprehensive 
and successful fundraising initiative to 
that point. In 2006, their commitment 
to BU was recognized with the Brandon 
University Apex Award, presented to 
outstanding volunteer fundraisers. That 
year, the campus courtyard was renamed 
and dedicated as the Kavanagh Courtyard 
in their honour.
Both Bell and Kavanagh continued to 
be proud supporters of BU and regularly 
attended Convocation ceremonies. 
Brandon University mourns  
passing of two former chancellors
The Honourable Ron Bell
Kevin Kavanagh
ALUMNI
Brandon University is inviting alumni, 
industry partners, and friends of the 
university community to join a new 
virtual networking site for career-related 
conversation and mentoring.
Run through the University’s alumni 
office, the new “BU Café” is a safe 
and supportive environment to build 
community when people can’t come to 
campus and is the newest way to foster 
affinity with Brandon University.
“Especially these days, we are all relying 
on technology to stay connected. This 
can make it difficult to meet new people 
or to have meaningful conversations,” 
said Carla Eisler, BU’s Director of 
Advancement and Alumni Affairs. “We 
know we have to work harder to build 
the new relationships that BU’s small size 
and great community normally provide 
our students and alumni.”
After signing up for BU Café, participants 
answer a short series of questions about 
where they are in their career, the types 
of networking and mentorship that they 
are looking for or can offer, and their 
connections to BU. This information is 
used to match people together and provide 
them with a discussion prompt. A new 
match is made each month for students 
and youth to ask questions, practise their 
soft skills and expand their network.
“We know that relationships and soft 
skills help build career success and it is 
important for us to provide our students 
with the tools to improve those skills 
and enhance their network,” said Cora 
Dupuis, BU’s Co-operative Program 
Coordinator. 
Join the BU Café at BrandonU.ca/
Alumni/BU-Cafe.
Virtual BU Café provides new venue for networking
The BU Café automatically makes matches  
based on career interests and academic 
background, suggesting topics for a productive 
monthly conversation.
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In Memoriam 
ALUMNI
John M. Andrews,  
BSc ’52 – June 29, 2020
Berryl B. (Baumang) Bauer,  
BGS ’79 – March 6, 2019
Irene E. (Farrar) Bauman,  
BA ’69, BEd ’76 – May 12, 2018
Ronald D. Bell, BA ’51, Honorary 
’06 – January 13, 2020
Bryan J. Bennion, 
BSc ’66 – December 10, 2018
John Berridge,  
Associate ’59 – April 26, 2017
Jillian N. Blyth, BSc ’11 – 
March 16, 2018
Roland P. Boisvert,  
BSc ’83 – July 16, 2020
Daniel J. Brick,  
MEd ’18 – October 29, 2018
Donald J. Butler,  
BEd ’85 – February 16, 2020
Margaret L. (Gerow) Davison, 
BSc ’50 – October 19, 2019
Steve Derlago,  
Ed1 ’69 – January 4, 2018
Byron E. Devries,  
BA ’75 – October 13, 2019
Lenore G. (Gusdal) Dinsdale,  
BA ’45 – February 25, 2020
Gerald J. Diswinka,  
TTC ’62, BA ’66, Bed ’74 –  
January 18, 2020
Shirley Douglas,  
Hon. Degree ’05 – May 4, 2020
Charles B. Douthit,  
Assoc. ’80 – July 9, 2020
David B. Dueck, BSc ’64, Cert of 
Ed ’66, BEd ’69 – May 5, 2019
Anne A. Ezowske,  
BGS ’78 – April 16, 2019
William S. Grant, BSc ’59,  
Cert of Ed ’60 – January 30, 2019
Jerry Gustafson,  
BEd (AD) ’03 – January 8, 2019
Clare O. Haralson,  
BSc ’66 – March 11, 2020
Megan A. Hedley-Brown,  
Assoc. ’18 – July 30, 2019
Barry C. Hooke, BT ’77,  
BEd ’83 – September 19, 2019
Lisa N. Hulbert,  
BA ’06 – January 25, 2020
Reta J. Jackson,  
BA ’70 – May 26, 2019
Dr. Kevin Kavanagh,  
Assoc. ’53 – June 18, 2020
Margaret J. Kentner,  
BA ’67 – September 28, 2019
Ronald C. Kirbyson,  
BA ’59 – September 20, 2019
Rosemarie Kruger,  
BA ’76 – August 5, 2019
Karen Leask,  
BEd (AD) ’98 – October 8, 2019
Laura J. Mcalpine,  
BMus ’92 – August 12, 2019
Allan G. McAulay,  
BA ’68 – July 16, 2019
Marion J. McGregor,  
BA ’63 – December 12, 2019
Thomas D. McFadden,  
BSc ’63 – November 2018
Megan J. Mcivor,  
Associate, ’17 – May 19, 2017
Kenneth H. McNeely,  
BSc ’52 – September 12, 2019
Barry A. Midwinter,  
BSc ’76 – October 24, 2019
Susan E. J. (Johnson) Murphy,  
BA ’72 – September 6, 2019
Donald H. Penny, Honorary ’99 – 
November 28, 2019
Harold J. Perkins,  
Honorary ’83 – July 26, 2019
Lyle A. Poole,  
BSc ’65 – April 26, 2020
Edythe M. (Graham) Pople,  
BA ’88, BEd ’89 – April 7, 2020
Robert M. Raeburn,  
BSc ’64 – September 8, 2019
Lorna J. (Taylor) Reilly, TTC ’59,  
BA ’81 – November 18, 2016
Edith M. (Breckman) Richmond, 
BA ’75 – February 6, 2020
Dennis H. Ringstrom,  
Assoc. ’56 – March 30, 2020
Donald Robertson,  
Honorary ’92 – December 27, 2019
M.J. L. (Fedorowich) Rodey, 
TTC ’56 – December 14, 2019
Kay A. (Oliver) Smith,  
BA ’53, Pre BEd ’55 – May 1, 2020
Christina E. (Molberg) Storey, 
BA ’33 – March 30, 2019
James K. Struthers,  
BA ’53 – February 13, 2020
Marjorie E. (Muirhead) Trott, 
BA ’50 – July 17, 2019
Della R. (Geertsema) Vust, 
BScN ’89 – May 16, 2019
Jeanine L. Wescoupe,  
Associate ’10 – August 9, 2019
Donna D. Wilkins,  
BA ’72, BEd ’74 – July 16, 2017
Robert J. Wilkins,  
BA ’65 – November 9, 2019
Gordon E. Williams,  
Associate ’65 – November 11, 2019
Daphne E. Woods,  
BMus ’78 – April 6, 2020
ALUMNI
FACULT Y/STAFF
Dr. Kenneth Beesley,  
Professor, Rural Development - 
Faculty of Arts, 2002-2016 –  
March 10, 2020
Dr. Alan Ehnes,  
Associate Professor - School of 
Music, 1973-2010 – October 5, 2019
Dr. Denise (Noreen) Ek, 
Assistant Professor –  
Psychiatric Nursing,  
1997-2018 – November 1, 2019
Dr. Dale Hayes,  
Professor, Dean, Faculty of 
Education, 1978-2004 –  
April 22, 2020
Henry Hiebert,  
Building Service Worker,  
1968-1999 – July 31, 2019
Dr. Guy Landry,  
Assistant Professor - Faculty of 
Arts, 1968-2006 – October 5, 2019
Dr. Peter Letkeman,  
Professor, Dean, Faculty of 
Science, 1963-2003 –  
May 19, 2020
Ronald (Bruce) McFarlane, 
Dean, Student Affairs;  
Director, Continuing  
Education; Acting Director, 
Extension; and Professional 
Associate, Rural Development 
Institute, 1966-1999 –  
October 28, 2019
James Mendenhall, Associate 
Professor - School of Music, 
1973-2009 – January 14, 2020
Dr. Gerald T. Rimmington, 
Professor and Dean –  
Faculty of Education, 1967-1973  
– October 10, 2019
Doreen (Betty) Rodenbush, 
Building Service Worker,  
1984-1992 – September 23, 2019
Christine Sadler,  
Library Assistant – Library,  
1988-2004 – November 28, 2019
Dr. Gordon Senoff,  
Director of Field Experience  
and Associate Professor –  
Faculty of Education, 1966-1991  
– November 22, 2019
Alice Calvert,  
Building Service Worker,  
1992-2020 – April 1, 2020
Maxine Wenger,  
Supervisor, Housing,  
Ancillary Services, 1973-2001 – 
May 11, 2020 
 
 
As graduates and students of 
Brandon University’s Faculty of 
Education, Jonathan Filewich 
and Steven Kaskiw know the 
value of leadership.
To that end the Master of 
Education (M.Ed.) students are 
continuing to develop their skills 
by participating in this year’s 
President’s Student Leadership 
Program (PSLP), hosted by the 
James W. Burns Leadership 
Institute at the University of 
Manitoba.
This is the second year of the PSLP, 
but COVID-19 led to a change in 
format this time. A weeklong 
in-person seminar planned for 
June was called off. Instead, the 
meetings have been online, with 
groups working on projects 
from a distance throughout the 
summer. If the situation allows, 
the participants and senior leaders 
will gather in the fall. 
Filewich, who teaches in Souris, and 
Kaskiw, who teaches in Strathclair, 
both earned their undergraduate 
degrees at BU before enrolling in 
the M.Ed. programs — Filewich 
in the Curriculum and Pedagogy 
stream, and Kaskiw in Inclusive 
Education. Filewich also already 
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THE MICRO ANALYTICAL FACILITY at Brandon University will receive a 
significant upgrade, assisted by a $335,000 
investment by Western Economic Diversi-
fication Canada.
The Micro Analytical Facility, established 
in 2008, specializes in providing 
enhanced research and support services 
for sus tain able resource exploration, 
clean technologies development, and 
clean infrastructure development in rural 
and northern Manitoba. The facility also 
provides training and skills development 
for highly qualified personnel at both the 
undergraduate and graduate levels. 
“Canada is well-positioned to seize emerging 
opportunities in clean tech nology, create 
jobs, and keep our communities strong,” 
said Mélanie Joly, Minister of Economic 
Development and Official Languages and 
Minister responsible for Western Economic 
Diversi fication Canada. “This investment 
is further proof of our commitment to 
innovation and maintaining our competitive 
edge as we transition to a clean economy.”
The Micro Analytical Facility works 
closely with industry on projects from 
converting waste to liquid biofuels to 
stabilizing rural roads and more. The 
University is currently upgrading the 
facility’s building, equipment and software 
to expand its analytical testing services and 
other supports to industry. In particular, 
upgrades will further support the environ-
mental, construction, and mining resource 
industries to test and research sustainable 
clean technology solutions. Up to 16 jobs 
are expected to be created through 
the upgrades.
DISCOVERY
Federal funding upgrades Micro Analytical Facility
BU professor researching autism in education
RESEARCH BY A BU PROFESSOR 
has been illustrating the value of digital 
storytelling as a vehicle to understand 
the experience of autism in schools.
Dr. Patty Douglas, an Assistant 
Professor in Education, is receiving 
$287,576 over four years from the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada. Dr. Douglas is 
leading a multi-site project that includes 
storytelling workshops and professional 
development opportunities.
“Over the past 15 years, the number 
of children and youth in the Manitoba 
education system who have attracted 
the label of autism has increased 
significantly,” said Dr. Douglas. “While 
school systems grapple with the 
increase in children diagnosed with 
autism and work towards inclusion, 
people with autism are still more 
likely than their peers to experience 
inferior education, bullying, marginal 
employment, mental health struggles, 
and even premature death.”
Left to right: Brandon University Dean of Science Bernadette Ardelli is joined by BU President 
and Vice Chancellor David Docherty, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Economic 
Development and Official Languages (Western Economic Diversification Canada) Terry Duguid, 
Micro Analytical Facility director Ayat Baig, and Department of Geology Chair Hamid Mumin.
Dr. Patty Douglas
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A PAIR OF PROJECTS INVOLVING Brandon University biologists 
have captivated the attention of science buffs around the world.
In June, a team from BU, the University 
of Saskatchewan and the Royal 
Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology 
in Drumheller, Alta., made a major 
splash when they published the 
findings of their work, examining 
the last meal of a dinosaur discovered 
in northern Alberta. The fossilized 
ferns and other materials found in 
the stomach of a 110-million-year-
old nodosaur specimen represent the 
most conclusive dietary evidence ever 
discovered for a herbivorous dinosaur.
“The discovery of a specimen like 
this is absolutely remarkable, and the 
preservation of the plant fragments is evidence that it died shortly 
after its last meal … giving us insight into the way the nodosaur 
lived,” said BU Biology Professor Dr. David Greenwood, who was 
joined by research associate Cathy Greenwood and student Jessica 
Kalyniuk as BU’s representatives on the team.
Three months earlier, BU was in the 
international spotlight when Biology 
professors Dr. Christophe LeMoine 
and Dr. Bryan Cassone were joined by 
students Sachi Villanueva, Harald Grove 
and Oluwadara Elebute in publishing a 
study on the remarkable eating habits of 
the waxworm.
The waxworms’ ability to digest plastic 
has raised hopes that the bacteria in 
their guts could someday contribute to a 
solution for the issue of plastic pollution.
“The problem of plastic pollution is too large to simply throw 
worms at,” Dr. Cassone said. “But if we can better understand 
how the bacteria works together with the worm and what kind of 
conditions cause it to flourish, perhaps this information can be used 
to design better tools to eliminate plastics and microplastics from 
our environment.”
Both studies were published by the Royal Society and between them 
the projects received media coverage in more than 20 countries.
DISCOVERY
Research projects draw 
worldwide interest
A JOINT RESEARCH PROJECT BY Brandon University (BU) and the Manitoba 
Archaeological Society (MAS) will tell us 
more about the way Indigenous people lived 
in southwestern Manitoba before the arrival 
of Europeans.
Brandon University Department of Anthro-
pology Professor Dr. Mary Malainey and the 
MAS have received Manitoba Heritage Grant 
funding to support an archaeological program 
at the Olson site, south of Melita. The site was 
discovered in 2018 by Mr. Eric Olson, who found 
modified bison scapulae (shoulder blades) along a 
creek bank.
“The tools were used by Indigenous people 
as hoe blades,” said Dr. Malainey. “These 
bison scapula hoes are the best archaeological 
evidence of Indigenous maize, or corn, culti-
vation prior to European contact ever found in 
southwestern Manitoba.”
Initial testing of the site began in 2019, and a 
short research and public archaeology program is 
taking place this summer.
Archaeology project hopes to 
reveal the lives of pre-contact 
Indigenous farmers
A modified deer scapula is shown at the dig site.  
(Photo by Gord Hill)
Borealopelta markmitchelli 
eats ferns in an illustration 
by artist Julius Csotonyi, 
commissioned by the 
Royal Tyrrell Museum of 
Palaeontology. (Royal Tyrell 
Museum of Palaeontology)
Pests who eat wax from 
honeycombs in nature, 
waxworms have been 
observed eating and 
digesting plastic bags in a 
BU laboratory. (Photo by 
Harald Grove)
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THIS FALL WILL MARK THE 40TH anniversary of the Conservatory Chorale, 
which Dr. Elizabeth Grant founded in 1981. 
In celebration, a commemorative plaque will 
recognize the generous donors who have 
purchased keys to buy a grand piano for the 
School of Music in honour of Grant.
Thanks to the astounding support, Grant 
and her family had the opportunity to 
visit the Steinway & Sons factory in Long 
Island City, N.Y. Grant met the artisans and 
played a selection of wonderful instruments 
before personally choosing the impressive piano we now 
know as “Liz”. 
This beautiful piano is now housed in the R.D. Bell Hall, 
Grant’s home while she directed the Brandon Conservatory 
Chorale, which she founded as a project for her Master of 
Music degree. The Chorale has flourished 
from 14 members to well over 100 choristers.
You can be part of Grant’s legacy. Keys on 
the piano may be purchased with a gift of 
$900, and donors will be recognized with an 
inscription on their key displayed on the plaque. 
A portion of funds raised will be directed to an 
endowment for the maintenance of the piano 
over an anticipated century of enjoyment.
An image of the plaque, with the names of 
those who have contributed so far, can be 
seen online at BrandonU.ca/Give/Elizabeth-Grants-Piano. 
Contributions may be made through the website, or by 
contacting the Brandon University Office of Advancement at 
204-727-7374 or 877-282-4483. Donations may also be made 
by mail to “Brandon University Foundation”, 270-18th Street, 
Brandon, MB R7A 6A9. All donations are tax-deductible.
Conservatory Chorale celebrates Liz for 40th anniversary
SUPPORT
Dr. Elizabeth Grant
Class of ’61 alumni establish bequest
ROBERT (BOB) AND MARY (NÉE POTHORIN) COLEMAN 
both graduated from Brandon College in 1961 — Bob with a 
Bachelor of Arts, and Mary with a Bachelor of Science. Mary 
had already earned a Teacher Training Certificate from Brandon 
College in 1956. They married in 1963. 
Their careers — Bob’s in forestry and manufacturing, and Mary’s 
in plant science and chemistry — took them to Winnipeg, 
Toronto, New Brunswick, Vancouver and then Vancouver 
Island, where they operated Coleman Flowers for 20 years before 
retiring in the early 2000s. 
While redoing their wills, the Colemans decided to give back to 
the place that had given them their start, and they worked with 
BU’s Office of Advancement on plans for directing the funds 
from their bequest. This planning gives them the peace of mind 
of knowing that when the time comes, everything is already in 
place, and their gift will be used according to their wishes. 
The Colemans’ bequest will fund the Mary & Bob ’61 Graduate 
Studies Bursary, the Mary & Bob ’61 Entrance Bursary and the 
Mary & Bob ’61 Indigenous Health Studies Transition Bursary. 
Eager to see the impact of their planned gift on students now, the 
couple has already started funding the bursary for students in 
the Indigenous Health Studies Transition Program on an annual 
basis. Once it comes into effect, their bequest will fund all three 
bursaries. Their gift will also support development of a new 
vision for the science building, renovations, and equipment. 
As they look ahead to celebrating their class’s 60th anniversary 
in 2021, the Colemans are encouraging their fellow Class of ’61 
alumni to join them in supporting a much-needed re-envisioning 
of the science building.
Bob ’61 and Mary ’61 Coleman
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SUPPORT
BU supporter maximizes tax 
benefits with gifts of securities
PAT BOWSLAUGH HAS a long history with 
Brandon University.
She received her Teacher 
Training Certificate from 
Brandon College in 1960, 
and a B.A. and B.Ed. from 
Brandon University in 
1971 and 1976, respec-
tively. After a 39-year 
teaching career with the 
Brandon School Division, 
she continued her journey 
with BU, teaching for 
11 years in the Faculty 
of Education and helping initiate BU’s Master 
of Education Program. Her two sons were BU 
students, and one of her granddaughters has just 
completed a B.A. and B.Ed. 
Bowslaugh’s connection to BU continues 
through annual gifts she makes to the institution 
she holds so dear. She recently started making 
contributions to BU via gifts of securities (stocks, 
bonds, and mutual funds). 
Since the elimination of the capital gains 
tax on gifts of publicly traded securities to 
charitable organizations, donations such as 
these maximize the tax savings for donors. By 
transferring shares to the Brandon University 
Foundation, Bowslaugh saves any capital 
gains tax she would have paid had she sold the 
shares, and she gets a charitable tax receipt 
for the full value of the shares received by the 
BU Foundation. 
For more information on donating gifts of 
securities, talk to your financial advisor, or contact 
the Office of Advancement at 204-727-7374.
Give online at BrandonU.ca/Give/Donate, by phone at 204-727-7374 or 877-282-4483,  
or by cheque to BU Foundation, 270–18th Street, Brandon, MB  R7A 6A9.   
CELEBRATING HIS LONGTIME ASSOCIATION with the Brandon University School of Music, Brent Legg has 
established two new awards, the Brent Legg Scholarship in Music 
Theory or History, as well as the Georgina M. Legg Memorial 
Scholarship in Winds.
Each will generate an annual award of approximately $2,250. 
Both awards will support students in their pursuit of music 
education, with the intention of fostering a lifelong love of and 
interest in music.
Legg’s love for music stemmed from his close relationship with 
his mother and was always a large part of his life. Born and raised 
on a farm in southwestern Manitoba, he attended school in 
Pipestone and Reston before continuing his education at Brandon 
University. He completed a Music degree in 1985, followed by a 
Bachelor of General Studies 
in 1989, and a Master in Music 
Education in 2006. From 1989 
to 2016, he worked for BU in 
various roles, including serving 
as an Assistant Director with 
the Collegium Musicum, and 
in the Theory and History 
Department of the School 
of Music.
In 2009, he became the 
Director of the Collegium 
Musicum. Along with an 
active performing career, Legg 
continued to teach with the 
Eckhardt-Gramatté Conserva-
tory of Music until his retire-
ment in 2016, rounding out a 
35-year history with BU.
In addition to establishing 
these two awards, Legg has 
graciously gifted a new contra-
bassoon to the School of Music. The contrabassoon is a very 
deep-sounding woodwind instrument that plays in the same sub-
bass register as the tuba. It has a sound range beginning at B♭ and 
extending up three octaves. Legg’s generosity will impact students 
for generations to come. 
Student Kayla Hay plays a 




Generous gifts celebrate lifelong love  
of music with instrument, awards
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We will get through this together
